
BioNTech is building on 100 years 
of innovation at the Marburg facility

Behringwerke1904
Emil von Behring founds 

the Behringwerke

Nobel 
Prize

1901
Emil von Behring receives 
the Nobel Prize for Medicine

Hoechst & 
Chiron

1950
Acquisition of the 

Behringwerke by Hoechst AG

1996
The vaccine department of the  
Behringwerke becomes part of 
Chiron Corporation

Novartis 
Vaccines

2006
Chiron Behring is taken 

over by Novartis

1,400
Employees at the Novartis 
Marburg site

Portfolio 
Change

2015
Sale of the vaccine division 

by Novartis 

2016
Novartis Marburg starts retrofit of 
facilities on site for future 
production of monoclonal antibodies

Novartis
BioProduction

2018
Start of commercial production 

of monoclonal antibodies

2019
A viral vector production facility for 
the manufacture of cell and gene 
therapies is initialized

Emil von 
Behring

1890
Emil von Behring develops the 

antitoxin for diphtheria and tetanus

BioNTech 
Manufacturing 

Marburg

2020
BioNTech SE takes over the 

Marburg site of Novartis 

mRNA 
Production lines are implemented 
in Marburg, including lines for the 
production of Comirnaty®

2021
Approval of commercial mRNA 
vaccine production in Marburg



Facts and figures about our 
vaccine production in Marburg

50,000
steps from beginning of 
the batch to bulk filling

More than

documents to ensure the safety and 
quality of the production process

2,600

3
individual and separate quality control 
and quality assurance steps to assure 
a safe, high quality vaccine

400
employees on site — 200 of them in 
24/7 shifts to ensure production


